
C o n s e r v a t i o n

W i l d l i f e  S i g h t i n g s

S t a f f  D e v e l o p m e n t

Our own Travel 
Centre Supervisor 
Magdalene shares an 
amazing experience 
of learning numerous 
skills and gaining 
valuable safety knowl-

edge with her friend Mira when they both took 
the PADI Emergency First Response (EFR) 
and Rescue Diver course at Dive Downbelow 
PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Centre. Even though the 
girls have said the courses are tough, they did 
an incredible job by successfully completing it! 

Congratulations to Downbelow’s PADI Instruc-
tor Kerry for becoming a certified gold-badge 
Tourist Guide! Kerry has worked and studied 
really hard during the training, we can’t wait to 
see his career flourish here in his own home-
land that he loves.

Our Go PRO interns Liz, Rico and Brenon also 
gained a new experience in teaching as they 
guided and assisted the girls throughout the 
courses.

An unexpected visitor was seen swimming 
around Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park - a 
Black Tipped Reef Shark! It just goes to show 
the park has a healthy reef with the presence of 
the shark, and Managing Director Richard 
Swann was very lucky to bring his camera that 
day and captured this photo.

At Downbelow Marine & Wildlife Adventures, 
conservation is one of our biggest passion. So 
when we received requests from our guests 
and Go PRO interns to remove two discarded 
nets in Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park, we 
were more than happy to assist them.

Together with our Downbelow Team, we all 
joined forces with guests and Go PRO interns 
to remove the net and save the park’s marine 
life from getting caught in the destructive net.

The vicious cycle a ghost net gives to marine 
life harms the 
entire surround-
ing marine envi-
ronment, and 
that’s why we 
will continuously 
be on the look 
out for more nets 
to remove in the 
future.
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Testimonials
“With two children with me, I was nervous 
about snorkeling in the open water with them 
but I didn't need to be. All the staff were 
knowledgeable and we had the best time 
seeing some amazing coral and fish.” - MrsD32 
(London)

“Downbelow staff couldn't be more helpful 
and informative, we just wish we had longer 
time with them all. The location is perfect for 
those flying into KK & transfer times to both 
the dive centre and dive sites is incredibly 
short.”  - Mante-Mark31 (Dereham, UK)

“Sabah is definitely a diving paradise. But it is 
even more fulfilling as I took my PADI Open 
water dive course with DOWNBELOW. They 
have their "office" underwater. I get really 
motivated and can feel their true passion in 
diving.” - Xin Yi T

“Although it was not the perfect weather to 
climb, the friendliness of the porters, guides 
and fellow climbers we met along our climb is 
something that made the tough climb even 
more memorable.” 
- Jwater123 (Singapore)
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Students from 
the Cardiff 
University, UK 
return  for their 
Zoology/Marine 
biology field trip! 
They will com-
plete specialised 
practical training 

with us as part of their degree, which they will 
use in their future careers as marine biologists, 
zoologists or ecologists. While staying at the 
expedition camp for two weeks at our Gaya 
Island dive centre, the group will first go through 
the PADI Open Water Course, with some of 
them enrolling in the Advanced Open Water 
Course and Rescue Diver 
Course. They will learn to 
dive and perfect buoyancy 
skills in order to conduct 
various underwater surveys 
as they progress. The 
specialised training will be conducted by 
Downbelow’s Managing Director and resident 
Platinum Course Director Richard with the dive 
safety overseen by our experienced team of 
PADI professionals. When essential training is 
complete, the group will move on to confidently 

conduct various field skills 
such as coral identification, 
fish sizing, mapping and 
underwater surveys of their 
own.

Deramakot Forest Reserve is a fantastic loca-
tion to go on a Wildlife Safari, and it had just 
been made our newest location for our Wildlife 
Programs. This month, we welcomed our first 
guests Karin and Andreas Muller to this excit-
ingdestination to go wildlife spotting and also 
bird watching.

The PADI IDC begins at Downbelow Marine & 
Wildlife Adventures! We welcome Rebecca, 
Fiona, Stuart and Brenon as our Go PRO 
candidates for June 2017. Joining them is our 

very own local Work 
For A Career intern 
Jack who will train to 
be a full time Downbe-
low Instructor. They 
will all gain extensive 
valuable experience 

during the course as PADI Platinum Course 
Director Richard Swann together with Master 
Instructor Pablo and 
our Go PRO Team 
train them with real 
world knowledge at 
Dive Downbelow PADI 
5 Star IDC Dive Centre 
in Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Park. 

Our repeat guests Laura and Greg were in awe 
of Sabah’s beauty the first time they were here 
and we’re very estactic to hear that they 
enjoyed their personalised program to explore 
this region the second time. Mountain Biking in 
Tuaran was one of their favourite activity.


