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The Downbelow Team has been taking a few 
staff trips this month and it’s really exciting to 
hear about their wildlife sightings.

Downbelow Adventures’ Director Joanne 
brought her mum to the ever-amazing Danum 
Valley Conservation Area while staying at 
Borneo Rainforest Lodge and had the privilege 
to see the Borneon Clouded Leopard. Because 
of their shy behaviour, it is extremely rare to 
see them in the wild and Joanne had been very 
lucky to have seen one! 

The Downbelow Team 
also went to Danum 
Valley Field Centre for 
a site inspection and 
familiarisation trip 
together with Richard 
and Joanne. Danum 

Valley is one of our most highly recommended 
location for a wildlife safari to our guests, to it’s 
important our team have a full experience of 
their own here.

While jungle trekking in Danum Valley Field 
Centre, our team came across a group of 
Borneon Gibbons swinging through the trees. 
Richard was able to take a photo of a mother 
Borneon Gibbon and her infant seconds before 
they moved to another tree!

Other interesting 
animals that our 
team spotted 
during the staff 
trip were 
Sambar Deer, 
Lesser Mouse 
Deer, Red Leaf 
Monkey, Black 

and Red Broadbill, and Buffy Fish Owl. 
Whether at night or during the day, the abun-
dance of wildlife here 
in this ancient rainfor-
est never fail to 
amaze us, and we 
can’t wait to return 
here again!

In January 2017, we sent our very own Work 
For A Career intern Oliver to set up a dive 
centre for a friend of Downbelow, Niroshan, at 
his water sports centre in Sri Lanka. And now, 
Oliver’s time in Sri Lanka has come to an end 
and he has finally returned to Dive Downbelow 
PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Centre. A big congratula-
tions to Oliver for his achievements in helping 
Niroshan as it is no easy feat, and we are 
happy that he has had wonderful memories of 
new friends, and new experiences at Diyakawa 
Marine Dive Centre, Sri Lanka.

Niroshan the owner is 
now a fully qualified 
PADI Divemaster and 
will be joining one of 
the upcoming PADI 
Instructor Develop-
ment Course at 
Downbelow Adven-
tures this year.
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Testimonials
“It was an awesome experience to climb Mount 
Kinabalu with Downbelow. The help and 
guidance by their wonderful staff & guide made 
the whole trip more amazing.” - 
shashi0283(Singapore)

“I had a great time during our Wild East 
Adventure trip to Downbelow, and I appreciate 
everything I learned about the ocean from the 
team there!”  - Nurazirah Mansor, Papar

“Enjoyed a quick whistle stop in the Borneo 
rainforests with Downbelow. They arranged a 
great two day nature program and I was happy 
with the surrounding attractions.” - icestreet 
(Belgium)

“I completed by PADI Open Water Course with 
Downbelow and it was FANTASTIC! The staff we 
welcoming and easy to get along with. The 
setting and facilities on Gaya Island were 
perfect for the purpose of diving and teaching. 
Thanks for everything guys!” - Drew 
(Melbourne, Australia)

Group Activities ConservationPADI 5 Star Professional Diver
Development

Big Downbelow welcome to Jason, our candi-
date for the upcoming PADI Instructor Develop-
ment Course for April 2017! It will be an excit-
ing journey to become a PADI Pro for Jason as 
he will be taking the Advanced Open Water 
Diver, Rescue Diver and Divemaster courses 
then ultimately the IDC at Dive Downbelow 
PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Centre.

Welcome aboard Alexander Kots from Ger-
many to Downbelow Adventures and joining us 
for the PADI Divemaster Course as well as the 
Instructor Development Course!

Under their Wild East Adventure program, 
students from Politeknik Sandakan visited our 

Dive Downbelow PADI 5 
Star IDC Dive Centre on 
Gaya Island and went for 
the PADI Discover Scuba 
Diving activity! The group 
learned the basics of 
SCUBA and gained a fun 

experience of the underwater world at Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Marine Park. After the activity, 
the students were given a 
talk on Marine Conserva-
tion by PADI Platinum 
Course Director Richard 
Swann and did their part for 
the ocean by participating 
in a beach clean up. 

Our Work For A Career interns, Go PRO 
interns, Downbelow PADI Instructors and Rich-
ard worked together to remove net they discov-
ered during one of their dives. 

Downbelow Adventure Lodge

Danish Adventure 
Group arrives at 
Downbelow Adven-
ture Lodge for their 
month-long Expedi-
tion Borneo program 
with us. Throughout 
the program, they will 

stay at this purpose-build accommodation and 
attend activity briefings here.


