
We welcome new candidates Zach, Adam, Taz 
and Clarence for the May 2016 PADI Instructor 
Development Course (IDC). The candidates 
went through pre-IDC preparation sessions of 
scuba skills and dive theory practices in order to 
show their strengths and also what might need 
improvement on. These sessions are important 
for our team to identify how to develop them 
throughout the course and prepare them for the 
Instructor Examination. Our very own Cindy 
joins the candidates as he enrolled in the IDC 
Staff Instructor. They have our full-support into 
becoming professionals in this global industry. 

PADI 5 Star Professional Diver
Development Group Activities

Go PRO “Work For a Career”
Staff Development

Learning more about Sabah’s cultures during 
their expedition, our second adventure group 

from Denmark this year headed to Kinabatangan 
to meet the locals and observe their way of life. 

The group spent some time having lunch at a 
local’s home and also played soccer with them. 
At Kinabatangan River, the lucky group spotted 
the Borneo Pygmy Elephant, a Bandet Civet, and 

a Tarsier.

Conservation

Alex and Jack have 
just received their 
PADI Open Water 
certi�icate and are 
now quali�ied divers. 
As trainees in our 
Work For a Career 
program, this certi�i-
cation is the �irst step 
into making them 
become a PADI 
Divemaster within a 
year.

In continuation of our marine conservation efforts 
in and around Kota Kinabalu, our instructors went 
to Edgel Patches dive site on 19 May in search of 
the ruinous ghost nets. After two dives, we 
successfuly removed a net measuring at an alarm-
ing 200m long. We discovered it laying on the reef 
and took it out before it can claim more marine life. 
We have removed multiple nets this year and are 
proud of our team’s action to protect the environ-
ment and eliminate harmful threats in this area.

We welcome 
back our 

repeat guest 
Eva Ng, who 

has just 
enrolled in 

our PADI 
Divemaster 

program for 
June 2016.

The team at Dive 
Downbelow 

PADI 5 Star IDC 
Dive Centre 

organizes beach 
clean ups daily to 
rid the ocean of 
harmful marine 
debris as much 

as possible.
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Wildlife Sightings

Office Happenings

Staff Development

Dive Downbelow PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Centre in 
Gaya Island had a peculiar visitor this month - a 
Sargassum Frog�ish! It drifted into the bay and 
spent the day having a feed. A couple of times it 
settled on the photographer’s camera looking 
for a �ishing spot.

At Downbelow Marine and Wildlife Adventures, 
safety is our highest priority. So as part of our 
ongoing training efforts, Managing Director and 
Platinum PADI Course Director Richard Swann 
conducted an unrehearsed accident simulation 
and stress test with the dive centre team.

They had no knowledge of the simulated accident, 
making it a more real-life rescue scenario. After 
the team had completed the rescue, Richard held 
an open discussion on possible improvements. He 
then conducted a review of oxygen provider skills 
and an in water session with extra focus on 
teamwork, as we operate in groups and are rarely 
alone should an unlikely event an incident may 
occur.

We were 
delighted 
when Olga 
from 
Shangri-La’s 
Rasa Ria 
Resort visited 
us. They are 
celebrating 
their 20th 
anniversary of 
Garden Wing 
this year.

The staff rescue workshop and stress test 
provided a great training to keep our team sharp, 
and the exercise is one of many things that make 
Downbelow Marine and Wildlife Adventures 
different. 

Testimonials
Superb organisation of our transportation, 
meals and activity. The safety briefings and 
description of each snorkeling session were 
always perfect and our guide was excellent. 
Amazing service!

- collonel (Vienna, Austria)

Paradise with amazing people! Thank you 
for helping me complete my course. My 
time with Downbelow was great and truly 
unforgettable!

- kellycky

This was our second time at Downbelow. 
From our first email to the daily pick ups at 
our hotel to the dives and preparation and 
the send back, everything worked very 
well. We are extremely satisfied.

- ellycmc7 (Malaysia)

I had the best experience of my life with 
Downbelow! The staff are professional, 
responsible and explained every single 
question we asked throughout the course 
in detail. Plus the dives were so fun!

- Chan K

Downbelow Marine and Wildlife Adventures 
Director Joanne Swann regularly meets with the 

Travel Centre team for a meeting to discuss 
operations and customer feedbacks. We 

constantly communicate about how we can help 
each other or ways that we can improve our 

services.  


