
Congratulations to the 
successful candidates of 
Downbelow PADI 5 Star 
Career Development 
Centre for passing the 
Instructor Examina-
tion in December 

2017. The new PADI instructors are Alex Barnett, 
Joke D’Hooghe, Matthew Hutchinson, Bart 
Bruggeman, Evan Beardsmore, Tabby Figgins, 
Akiko Odake, Ashok Ilankovan,  and Kevin Lim.

PADI 5 STAR PROFESSIONAL
DIVER DEVELOPMENT

Downbelow Marine & Wildlife Adventures is 
now a PADI 5 Star Career Development 
Centre (CDC)! The classi�cation is awarded to 
centres dedicated to professional develop-
ment of dive instructors. It meets the highest 
requirements for training PADI profession-
als and o�er career-oriented programs to 
prepare them for employment in the dive 
industry, as well as o�er job placement assis-
tance for program graduates. We have 
worked very hard for many years to achieve 
this level and we remain 100% commited to 
creating life changing opportunities profes-
sionals in the dive industry .

Go Pro intern Alex 
gains real world 
experience by 
teaching the PADI 
Open Water Courses 
at Downbelow PADI 
5 Star Career Devel-

opment Centre under the guidance of our 
resident Course Directors. Upon completing 
the IDC, Alex has been keen to put his new 
skills into practise in preparation for his upcom-
ing PADI Master Scuba Diver Trainer Course.

OFFICE HAPPENINGS
We were visited 
by MMA Fighter 
Ann Osman and 
Sutera Sanctu-
ary Lodges at 
our head quar-
ters in this 
festive month 

as they delivered Christmas cookies and cakes 
for the team! Downbelow Director Joanne 
and the o�ce girls 
enjoyed a fun chat 
with Ann and SSL 
during their visit, it’s 
great to see them 
before the holidays 
begin.

It’s that time of year 
when Richard cooks 
turkey for the Down-
below Marine & 
Wildlife Adventures 
team. First up is at 

our head quarters so for 
the afternoon, we shut the 
doors and enjoyed a deli-
cious turkey roast. The 
team then did Christmas 
gift exchange during the 
lunch. It was a fun day 
�lled with laughter!

TRAVEL CENTRE

Our guests Abdul Rahman Al Kuwari and 
friends from Qatar experience the nature side 
of Sabah and visited Kinabalu Park and 
Poring Hot Springs  in our day trip program.
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Testimonials
“The PADI training is quite intense with its 
combined readings, videos & practice, but well 
worth it.  My 12 year old described it as one of 
his best vacation as he had a sense of accom-
plishment and was performing as well as his 
older siblings. ” -  globe_trotter_hr, Crotia

“We enjoyed our wildlife adventure in Kota 
Belud, rafting activity at Padas River & Fun 
Diving in TARP. They were quick to respond and 
very professional over email. It was refreshing 
to have everything arranged prior to our 
arrival. ” - Sam W, Rio De Janeiro

“The Downbelow dive centre on Gaya island is 
unlike any other. It is tucked away in a sheltered 
bay, a tropical setting that makes surface 
intervals a pleasure. The diving (three dives a 
day) is always efficiently organised, by staff who 
take time to ensure that each diver feels 
welcome.” - Mostly Jolly, UK

“The team at Downbelow are a solid profes-
sional team focused on maximizing your 
experience. The pre-dive briefing, dive manage-
ment and the base camp facilities are just a few 
notable attributes, but key to having a safe and 
memorable dive vacation. ” - pconley1973, 
Daegu, South Korea

DIVE CENTRE ACTIVITIES

STAFF HAPPENINGSWILDLIFE SIGHTINGS

Our guests have been very lucky in encoun-
tering wildlife lately during their programs in 
Sabah. Houria from France and Kim Bryan 
from Ireland had an amazing experience of 
seeing a herd of Borneo 
Pygmy Elephants crossing 
the Kinabatangan River 
during their river cruise and 
they were able to capture the 
moment using their camera. They have said 

that the most memo-
rable part about the 
cruise was when a 
baby elephant 
sounded its trumpet.

DIVE & ADVENTURE SHOP
We received extra 
help during our 
Christmas Year-End 
Sale at our shop. 
Rescue cats Tiger and 
Trio were very 
friendly with our 
customers and 
accompanied them 
while browsing our 
products.

Downbelow Marine & Wildlife Adventures 
have partnered up with Sutera Sanctuary 
Lodges again this December 2017 and 
attends the Diving Resort Travel Expo (DRT) 
at Hong Kong. Down-
below Managing Direc-
tor and PADI Platinum 
Course Director Rich-
ard Swann, Downbelow Director Joanne 
Swann, Go Pro Manager Alice and Senior 
Travel Consultant Melissa represents the 

company to promote 
our new dive centre 
located at Manukan 
Island Resort’s pool-
side.

Daphne Iking 
and her 
lovely family 
departs from 
Downbelow 
PADI 5 Star 
IDC Dive 
C e n t r e , 
M a n u k a n 
Island after a few days of scuba diving and 
learning to dive with the Downbelow team. 
Huge congratulations to Ari� and Isobel for 
qualifying as PADI Open Water Divers!


