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Wendy is our student trainee 
from Politeknik Sandakan 
and after a few months of 
being with us, she decided 
to try scuba diving at Down-

below PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Centre, Manukan 
Island. Wendy participated in the PADI Discover 
Scuba Diving program and was guided by PADI 
Sta� Instructor, Michael. 
She was able to learn and 
practise basic scuba 
skills and experienced 
taking her �rst breath 
underwater.
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Travel Consultants Rachel and Phylicia �nally 
takes up the PADI Open Water Course at 
Downbelow PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Centre! They 
are joined by guest Andy and were all very 
excited to learn to dive. PADI Instructor Lulu 
will be teaching them in the course, and it’s 
wonderful as she herself was an o�ce girl 
previously. The girls are going to become 
PADI Divers soon and we are very happy that 
they will be able to explore the wonderful 

underwater 
world and 
have a �rst-
hand expe-
rience of our 
s c u b a 
d i v i n g 
programs.

This month, we 
congratulate our Go 
Pro interns Kevin and Ei 
Leen for successfully 
completing their PADI 
Divemaster Course at 
Downbelow PADI 5 Star 
IDC Dive Centre. Next 

step, Instructor Development Course! The 
most impressive attribute that has stood out 
from the start with these two young Malaysian 
candidates were their professional commit-
ment and wonderful attitude to every task. 
They will be a great asset to the dive industry 
here in Sabah and Malaysia wide.

The Instructor Examination held this month 
for the September 2017 IDC is complete with 
our candidates all passing! Congratulations to 
Ben Stockton-Finch and Tom Dimon who are 
both from Britain,  Zach Burrows from Canada, 
and Noel from Malaysia for certifying as PADI 
Dive Instructors and have o�cially become 
PADI professionals!

Charlee Heath from 
Canada, Robert 
Aumeier from 
Germany, Florian 
Greunz from Austria, 
and Georgia Holt and 
Rachelle Lynch from 
Australia at the Timpo-
hon Gate ready to 
climb Mt Kinabalu!
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Testimonials
“It was a relaxing day at Downbelow with no 
rush and no stiff schedule. I did snorkelling, sea 
kayak, then snorkelling again. The water is not 
as crystal clear as you might imagine, but I still 
saw plenty of colourful fish, tiny sharks, and a 
huge turtle. Just amazing.” -  Onnanohito184, 
Hong Kong, China

“We booked a cultural program with Downbe-
low and it's really interesting to know the 
different tribes! We were also able to partici-
pate in some activities. This is a must experi-
ence activity specially if you wanna know a 
little bit of Sabah's history and culture. ”
- West Virgineth B

“Lankayan Island was just paradise. Sea turtles 
were all around in the water, we could swim 
with them and the coral were really beautiful. 
Thank you Downbelow for the unforgettable 
experience in Sabah, Borneo. We would 
definitely return!” - Thibault L

“Climbing Mt Kinabalu with Downbelow was 
awesome. Our guides Michael and Billy are very 
humble, strong patient men. They display 
professionalism and respect for the mountain. I 
have a son of 7 years whom they were very 
considerate of and warm with. Downbelow has 
a solid team.” - brotherxavs

Group Activities Staff Happenings Conservation
The Singapore 
Scouts group 
contributed to 
marine conser-
vation by clean-
ing up the beach 
at Tanjung Lipat 
together with the 

Downbelow Team. Even though the weather 
interrupted their program, they were still in 
high-spirits and had so much fun in Sabah, 
Borneo.

Dive and Adventure Shop
With new arrivals of 
scuba gear at Downbe-
low Dive and Adventure 
Shop, we are glad our 
customers have a wide 
variety of products to 
choose from. Lau 
purchased a Suunto dive 
computer, BARE dry 
snorkel and bug spray 
for his upcoming holiday 
in the tropics!

The Singapore Scouts return to Downbelow 
PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Centre to learn to dive 
and marine conservation awareness. Sadly 

these guys experienced an 
unusually bad typhoon 
which prevented them 
from visiting the islands for 
parts of the trip however 

they all enjoyed visiting the local cultural 
village and beach clean-
ing with our team from 
the mainlaind. Regard-
less of the terrible 
weather these guys 
marched on doing the 
Scout name proud!

Downbelow Marine & Wildlife Adventures 
supported our partner Sutera Sanctuary 
Lodges in the ITB Travel Fair 2017 held at 
Marina Bay Sands, Singapore on the 17th till 
19th October 2017. Downbelow’s Managing 
Director Richard Swann, Director Joanne 
Swann, Go Pro Manager Alice and Senior 
Travel Consultant Melissa represented the 
team to promote SSL’s Manukan Island Resort 

as well as our new 
Downbelow PADI 5 
Star IDC Dive Centre 
located at the pool-
side on Manukan 
Island.


