
We are o� again with the next PADI Instruc-
tor Development Course at the Downbelow 
PADI 5 Star Career Development Centre. 
Resident Course 
Directors Richard 
Swann and local 
Sabahan Mohd Fauzi 
@ Pablo head up the 
Go Pro Team 
supported by our 
PADI Sta� Instructors Chrizz and Oli. For the 
PADI IDC April 2018, we welcome candidates 
Craig Smith, Matt Dix, Michael Lewis, Szabolcs 

Matko, and John 
Nolan. Enjoy the 
journey guys it’s 
going to be memora-
ble, and de�nitely 
awesome!

PADI 5 STAR PROFESSIONAL
DIVER DEVELOPMENT CONSERVATION Half the menace 

was sitting up 
over the deep 
sandy area and 
the remainder 
s m o o t h e r i n g 
the living reef 
which would eventually perish if not removed. 
Headed by PADI Platinum Course Director and 
Downbelow’s Managing Director Richard 
Swann, together with our Pro Sta� Team and 
Go Pro interns carefully removed the net so as 
to put a stop to its perilous cycle to the marine 
environment. We are happy to say it is all gone 
now and disposed of correctly.

The nets we �nd never worry us, it is the many 
undiscovered that trouble us the most. We 
always encourage divers to carry a knife when 
they are scuba diving in the event a marine 

animal needs help from 
nets.

We have removed hun-
dreds of dumped nets 
from the park over the 
last decade and we 
remain dedicated to 
being active 
conservation-minded 
divers and PADI CDC 
Dive Centres.

At Downbelow Adventures, we are very com-
mitted to marine conservation and would 
protect the ocean in any way we can in our 
daily operations and daily lives. So when a 
ghost net was discovered yet again in Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Marine Park, we did not 
hesitate to act and quickly removed it from 
the ocean.

The illegally discarded net lay from 30m all 
the way up to 10m and was an estimated 

length of 100m 
with many 
marine life, 
some alive and 
some were 
dead, caught 
inside.
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Testimonials
“They were flexible to accommodate our desire 
to pack a lot into a short time and provided us 
with great consultative advice on how to 
schedule our trip and whereabouts to stay. 
Everything about the experience was fantastic.” 
-  Heidi, Hong Kong

“We booked the Mt Kinabalu climb and 
Kinabatangan River Trip staying at Sukau 
Riverside Lodge, which is an absolute must! 
The knowledge of all the people at Downbelow 
and in particular the local knowledge and 
hospitality of the guides was some of the best 
I've seen.” - RhysHK1, Manchester, UK

“My husband, 7 year old son, and I did a 
snorkelling day trip with Downbelow. The three 
sessions were fantastic, especially the two that 
required boat rides. Lunch was delicious and 
the hot tea throughout the day was very 
appreciated.” - Ann S, Cork, Ireland

“I had an unforgettable time climbing the great 
Mt Kinabalu with Downbelow. I was fortunate 
to summit on a clear morning and witness an 
amazing sunrise. An excellent experience 
overall!” - Adrian_C1981, Singapore

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS

OFFICE HAPPENINGS

This month, it has 
been an exciting 
time for marine 
wildlife encoun-
ters here in Tunku 
Abdul Rahman 
Marine Park. Krills 

have been spotted in the park so the Down-
below Team headed by PADI Platinum Course 
Director and Downbelow’s Managing Direc-
tor Richard Swann went on a search. They 
then saw whalesharks on more than one 
occasion and it was spectacular!

This whaleshark captured on camera is 8m 
long, and was spotted while feeding on krill. All the way 

f r o m 
B r u n e i 
D a r u s -
s a l a m , 
R i t h w a n 
and his 
f r i e n d s 
came to 
Downbelow Dive Shop to get new scuba 
gear. Next on their bucket list is a Suunto 
dive computer so we are sure we will see 
them again!

Downbelow guests 
Vanessa Lee and her 
friends had success-
fully reached the 
summit during their 
Mt Kinabalu climb! 
From their smiles, we 
know that they had a 
great adventure here 
in Sabah, Malaysia 
Borneo.

TRAVEL CENTRE

Not only that, PADI Course Directors Richard 
and Mohd Fauzi @ Pablo were very privileged 
to see an Oceanic Manta Ray feeding on the 
krill this month as well! TARP is a beautiful and 
wonderful place for divers to explore and it 
never cease to amaze us. And it is only a few 
minutes away from Kota Kinabalu!

We love birthdays here 
at Downbelow. And 
this month we 
celebrate our Opera-
tions Manager Natt’s 
birthday with the 
team. It was smiles all 

around as our o�ce girls do love cake and they 
are always up for some singing and celebration.

DOWNBELOW DIVE SHOP


