
When the wind blows strong from the south or we 
have particularly high tides, trash arrives at our 
doorstep here in Downbelow PADI 5 Star CDC 
Dive Centre. But we remain commited to marine 
conservation and continue to battle marine debris 
by conducting beach clean ups daily.

PADI 5 STAR PROFESSIONAL
DIVER DEVELOPMENT

The journey to becoming PADI professionals has 
officially begun at Downbelow Marine & Wildlife 
Adventures! For the first PADI Instructor Devel-
opment Course (IDC) of 2019, we welcome our 
Go Pro candidates Oriana, Neeves, Dan, Mira, 
Chris and Amanda to our Downbelow PADI 5 
Star Career Development Centre. The IDC is 
conducted by our resident Platinum Course 
Director Richard Swann together with our awe-
some Go Pro team. During the program, we are 
involving our current PADI Divemaster students 
Leo, Ella and local Work For A Career intern Joe 
so they can gain valuable experience and a great 
insight into the next step on the PADI ladder of 
professional education. It will be a lot of hard work 

ahead for our candi-
dates but they have 
our support, and of 
course we will com-
bine the training 
with the perfect 
balance of fun! 

For the next couple of 
weeks, the candidates 
will be guided and 
trained in all aspects 
of the dive industry 
both in-water and 
on-land at our two 

PADI CDC Dive Centres in Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Marine Park, our purpose build class-
room and our own Downbelow Dive Shop at 
our headquarters. They all will be able to gain 
real-world experience 
and practical knowl-
edge here in Sabah 
that they can apply 
worldwide in their 
future professional 
dive career. 

TRAVEL CENTRE
An avid mountain 
trekker, our guest 
Daniel Cinghea from 
Romania had nothing 
but praise for the 
pride of Sabah, Mt 
Kinabalu. First to 
arrive at the summit 
at 10.00am, he com-
mends that Mt Kina-
balu is his best expe-
rience and that he 

enjoyed mountain guide Roger’s company as 
his guide.

It was a great and lovely 
day in Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Marine Park 
for our guests Celine 
and her family from 
China as they sail 
around the islands 

aboard our Luxury Yacht Charter program. They 
then enjoyed a stun-
ning sunset cruise 
around the park and 
was able to witness 
one of the best views 
Kota Kinabalu has to 
offer.
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Testimonials
“I went to their head office looking for a diving 
trip, and the Downbelow team managed to 
offer the perfect dives for me even with my late 
notice. I had 3 dives and I loved them! Easy and 
at the right place, exactly what I was looking 
for.” -  jortega380

“The staff is top notch and ready to help you at 
all times. Easy check in process and quick 
meetings before departures to explain the reef 
areas you will be visiting. Only 5 - 10 minutes on 
the boat then splash, you are in the water 
having fun! The boats are in great shape as is 
the equipment. Great for families. ”- Rich M

“They had awesome guide and friendly staffs. 
The booking process was great and the staffs 
were friendly. I really enjoyed climbing Mt 
Kinabalu. We managed to catch the sun rise and 
it was really really worth the climb!”- steve0hh

“Scuba diving with Downbelow is worth every 
penny and the price is very attractive. I enjoyed 
it that much that I went back for a second day of 
scuba diving! Thanks to available cheap flights, I 
was also able to go to Kinabatangan River to see 
Proboscis Monkeys, Orangutan, hornbills, 
crocodiles and kingfishers. ”- TravelMax_12345

OFFICE HAPPENINGS GROUP ACTIVITIES

DOWNBELOW DIVE SHOP
We are thrilled to share the exciting news that 
Downbelow Marine & Wildlife Adventures have 
been selected by the British Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) as a Commercial MoD 
Approved Centre (ComMac) for the delivery of 
scuba diving and adventure training services 
to their personnel. 

There are only 10 such centres globally and only 
3 located outside of Europe. We are the only 
centre in South East Asia to receive this certifi-
cation for our adventure activities.

With this recognition, whether for diving or non 
diving related services by us guests can be rest 
assured that we have the Health & Safety 
Standards and Procedures to conduct adven-
turous activities which have been scrutinised and 
assessed by qualified inspectors.

The HMS Argyll, currently 
the oldest serving frigate in 
the Royal Navy, recently had 
her visit to the city of Kota 
Kinabalu, Sabah. And our 
Downbelow directors, Rich-

ard and Joanne Swann had the pleasure of being 
invited on board during her 
visit which was very special 
for both UK expats. As we 
Downbelow Marine & Wildlife 
Adventures are a British 
Commercial Ministry of 
Defence approved dive centre, the men on 

board also enjoyed scuba 
diving with us during their 
stay in port. They were able 
to explore some of the best 
dive sites in Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Marine Park.

DOWNBELOW ADVENTURE LODGE

Our guest James spent his 
time relaxing in our adven-
ture lodge’s communal area 
filling out his dive log book 
after a day of scuba diving 
with us in TARP. The space 
is designed to be comfortable 
for our guests to use during 
their stay in Kota Kinabalu.

Since our headquarters’ renovations completed, 
Downbelow Dive Shop has a new fully equipped 
on-site service centre. It is purpose-built for our 
qualified personnel Karen, Rozy and Richard to 
carry our services faster for our clients. Downbe-
low Adventures is an authorised Suunto Sales & 
Service Centre. We even offer an express same 
day service for standard battery changes for 
customers in a hurry to dive.


