
Downbelow’s Managing Director Richard Swann 
and Downbelow’s Director Joanne Swann went 
on an exciting road trip to visit some of the best 
places to see wildlife here in Sabah Malaysia 
Borneo. One of their destination is the incredible 
Kinabatangan River. 

The Kinabatangan River is home to  a variety of 
unique animals and easily accessible wildlife 
in all of South East Asia. It is Sabah’s longest 
river and is the second longest in Malaysia. It is a 
great place for wildlife spotting and nature sight-
seeing for all adventure lovers alike. Our Down-
below Directors went photographing wildlife 

and land-
scape during 
their stay and 
had an amaz-
ing encounter 
with the 
primates that 
live at the river.

The bizzare 
Proboscis Mon-
keys were fascinat-
ing to watch as they  
perched and inter-
acted with each 
other on the river-
bank trees. There 

were also Silver Langurs that Richard managed 
to capture on 
camera. Within just 
an hour, the direc-
tors had seen five 
different species of 
primate along with 
amazing scenery.

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS

PADI 5 STAR PROFESSIONAL
DIVER DEVELOPMENT

The courses will not only 
provide additional skills and 
experince, but also improve 
employment opportunities 
and make teaching more fun 

by giving lots of variation to the programs they 
can offer to student divers.

By completing this training, 
instructors can also offer 
their student more dive 
options during advanced 
courses they are teaching. 
The specialty instructor courses we will conduct 
are AWARE Fish Identification, AWARE Shark 
Conservation, AWARE Dive Against Debris, PADI 
Wreck Diver, PADI Deep Underwater Digital 

Imaging, PADI Self Reliant 
Diver, PADI Enriched Air 
Diver, PADI Emergency 
Oxygen Provider, PADI 
Nitrox Gas Blender, and 
PADI Underwater Navigator. 

With the PADI Instructor Development Course 
completed, some of our candidates wish to 
continue their education with various PADI Spe-
cialty Instructor Courses at Downbelow PADI 
5 Star Career Development Centre. 

DOWNBELOW DIVE SHOP
Our lovely customer 
Shakina completely 
geared up for her upcom-
ing island holiday! She 
bought the Seac Mantra 
Mask, Scubapro Spectra 
Dry Top Snorkel, Seac 
1.5mm Booties and the 
Akona Snorkel Bag to 
keep everything in.
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Testimonials
“I recently took the PADI Advanced Open 
Water Course at Downbelow’s Gaya Island 
Diver Centre and everything was positive. Alex, 
my instructor was excellent and paid attention 
to provide everybody with thorough briefing 
and prepation for dives.” - just_Kenji / Ho Chi 
Minh, Vietnam

“From booking, to transfer, to their staff, we had 
an awesome experience with Downbelow! My 
instructor made sure I was comfortable with 
everything before proceeding with the dive. My 
sisters went for snorkelling and had a great time 
with their instructor guides too!”- ShaKhalid88 
/ Singapore

“Downbelow is fantastic! My Multi Activity Day 
instructors at their dive centre and my guide at 
Kinabatangan were all friendly, helpful and the 
absolute loveliest people. Even though I was 
travelling alone, I felt so welcomed and by the 
end of the day felt as though we were leaving a 
family. ”- _hcrawford28 / Calgary, Canada

“We had a 4D3N trip visiting Selingan Island, 
Kinabatangan River & Gomantong Caves. We 
saw a huge amount of amazing flora & fauna - 
most of which we would have missed without 
the knowledge of our excellent guides!”- Andy L 
/ Ashford, UK

GROUP ACTIVITIES

A big Downbelow welcome to the Swansea 
University group from the United Kingdom as 
they arrive in Sabah for their Marine Biology field 
trip. The enthusiastic group of students are here 
to undergo specialised marine survey training 
with us at our premier Downbelow PADI 5 Star 
CDC Dive Centre as part of their university 
degree studies.

They will stay in our dedicated field camp at Gaya 
Island as they begin their training with 
Downbelow’s Managing Director and resident 
Platinum Course Director Richard Swann and 
our dedicated professional team of PADI 
Instructors. Once they have mastered the 

various marine survey 
field skills they will be 
able to confidently 
conduct a meaningful 
underwater survey of 
their own.

CONSERVATION

DOWNBELOW ADVENTURE LODGE

Throughout their Marine 
Biology field trip, the 
group from Swansea 
University UK will stay at 
our purpose-built and 
comfortable Downbe-
low Adventure Lodge.

We regularly conduct 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
programs in Sabah 
and host university 
groups from all over 
the world and assist 
with hands on practi-
cal training in marine 

biology. Being passion-
ate about the ocean, 
we always look forward 
to students who are 
eager to learn and will 
be the future ocean 
protectors. 

TRAVEL CENTRE

You don’t have to climb the majestic Mt Kinabalu 
to enjoy it, you can visit the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site Kinabalu Park and bask in stun-
ning mountain views in our day trip program like 
our guests Danae and Joanne! The ladies had a 
relaxing day exploring this beautiful park with our 
in-house tour guide, Kerry.

At Downbelow, we are 
passionate about 
marine conservation 
and work together with 
local authorities to battle 
conservation issues. We 

conduct self-funded conservation activities includ-
ing the removal of ghost nets in and around the 
Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park. On one special 
day, our PADI Advanced Open Water Course 
divers chose the PADI Dive Against Debris 
course as their elective dive and 
the PADI Sidemount Specialty 
Instructors  joined in with the 
rest of the Downbelow Staff 
Team to remove a reported 
discarded fishing net. To date, 
we have removed more than 
200 ghost nets from the 
ocean and will continue to do so 
in the future.


